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Research Methodology 
 

Overview of the Project 
 
The Good, The Bad and The Scouse will specifically look at people who lived, worked and 
played in the Toxteth area of Liverpool between 1850 and 1900, and will focus on these 
individual's contributions to the City's sense of identity, energy and development. Through 
examining the lives of specific people who lived, worked and played in Toxteth during this 
period we aim to unearth some of the area's hidden cultural, social and political heritage - 
bringing it to life for new audiences, curating it more effectively and preserving it in digital 
and physical forms. 
 
Why this timeframe? 
 
We decided upon this timeframe because the 50 years represent an interesting period for 
Toxteth in terms of its physical heritage with the opening of Toxteth cemetery in 1856, the 
redevelopment of the Princes Rd to Lodge Lane area, the building of the Greek church in 
1870, the opening of a workhouse in 1859, and the completion of the overhead railway's 
extension southwards from Herculaneum Dock to Dingle Station in 1896. Embodied within 
these significant physical developments are signs of the some of the key social, cultural and 
political trends occurring in the area within these years. For example: the building of the 
Greek church signifies the growing visibility of the Greek community in the area; the 
redevelopment of the Princes Rd to Lodge Lane area and other housing projects represents 
the shift in the area from a rural to more urban community; the workhouse represents 
numerous indicators of the sociopolitical context of the time; and the railway extension is 
symptomatic of Toxteth integration with Liverpool City that started in 1835 and was 
completed in 1895. Furthermore, the Toxteth sociocultural make-up has always been 
representative of the migratory nature of Liverpool, which is a result of Liverpool being a 
port city. 
 
What source materials will we use? 
 
In order to unearth the unsung heroes and undisclosed villains we will be used the online 
British Newspaper Archive and micro-film newspaper archives in Liverpool Central Library. 
The use of newspaper archives for the timeframe under examination is also relevant as 
there was a considerable boom in newspapers during the period that can be attributed to 
stamp duty on newspapers being abolished in 1855. Thus, as newspapers were thriving in 
this period, we feel that using them as source material is apt for this project. We decided to 
only use stories from specific publications – the Liverpool Daily Post and the Liverpool 
Echo. This decision was made as it reduced the number of potential stories considerably 
(thus making the research task more manageable in the timeframe given), both were a 
consequence of the abolition of stamp duty on newspapers and both of these newspapers 
were (until recently) in circulation and would resonate with contemporary, local audiences. 
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The research process will involve searching through both of these physical and digital 
archives in order to create a log of articles from within the newspapers within this timeframe 
that contain the word ‘Toxteth’. The step-by-step guides to using both of these archives are 
outlined in separate manuals, available on the ‘resources’ page on 
www.gbsheritageproject.co.uk. Each log will contain specific details such as newspaper 
title, article title, page, date, author (if applicable), and a brief description of the article's 
content and will be initially done on paper research logs. These paper forms will them be 
inputted into a database that when complete will uploaded online and available in the 
Liverpool Central Library. 40 of the most interesting stories discovered will be put to a public 
vote, with the 8 most popular stories being transformed into animations.  
 

Why we are doing it 

 
The first reason is that the period of time under examination in this project will provide an 
interesting timeframe through which to uncover some of Toxteth's hidden social, cultural 
and political heritage. The project will bring to the forefront some of Toxteth’s less widely 
known heritage. The second reason is that the source material that we will be using to 
represent and interpret Toxteth's social, cultural and political heritage - namely the digital 
and micro-film newspaper archives in Liverpool Central Library - do not currently have a 
database that summarises and documents the stories/articles in them. Therefore, it is 
currently time-consuming to use these resources for research. Consequently, as part of our 
project we will produce a database of all newspaper stories that mention 'Toxteth' in the 
digital and micro-film archives. This will ensure that access to the heritage we are 
examining will be improved for future generations. 

 
Research Diary 
 
The research diary is an open-access resource that we will produce as we undertake our 
research that reflects on the process itself. Specifically, it should cover: 

• An overview of the research process on a daily/weekly basis (e.g. an account of 
what we did, methodology etc.) 

• What parts of the research process worked well and why 
• What challenges we encountered along the way, how we overcame them and what 

we could do differently if we were to do this project again 
• What interesting or under expected outcomes we achieved through the research 

process 
The research diary will be completed as a blog that will be available at 
www.gbsheritageproject.co.uk  


